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God

O0Take care of any widow who has no one else to
care for her. But if she has children or grandchildren,

their first responsibility is to show godliness at home

and repayheir parents by taking care of them. This is

something that pleases God. Now a true widow, a

woman who is truly alone in this world, has placed her

hope in God. She prays nigintd day, asking God for
hi s h(&Timpthyd:35)

This past year, these words took on a personal
meaning to me. Even though my aunt lived
near by in
us 0 c ISureswe.spgent holidays with her but |
di d n 0lyseerher anla personal level. God had
other plans. A few years back, we noticed a few
episodes of forgetfulness but those were quickly
attributed to her age. Last year, we took more
notice of a gradual decline in her both physically
and mentally. With weightl oss and
moments,6 we decided that her independent life
style was no longer the safest for her. With no
children of her own and no other relatives able to
care for her, we felt the need to step in and
provide assistance for her.

What used to be friendly visits over holiday
meals now became weekly shopping trips,
physician visits, house maintenance and financial
planning. We came to know Auntie in a new
light. No longer just a storyteller of the days gone
by, but now she became someone who relied on
my sound advice and physical assistance to get
through her everyday activities.
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Us Throughe

We didndét al ways
knew who to call out to for help. God was there.
He provided all that we needed. After many
telephone calls, site visits, interviews and prayers,
we decided on a safe assisted-living facility. All
the while, we had been preparing Auntie for the
0bi g m&hehad lived in the same home for
over 25 years so it took multiple conversations to
prepare her for what was undeniably frightening
to say the least. Nervous as we were, we knew
that God had opened doors and would see each of
us thfbugh.

Though my aunt continues to age, she has
adjusted well to her new home. God took care of
every little detail of this adventure. His hand took
care of finding a facility close to her friends and
our home, providing others she knew at the
fdeifty, Aalifg'the transition of her first month go
smoothly and numerous other details too perfect
to attribute to chance.

What did God teach me? Through times of
worry, frustration, anger, physical exhaustion, and
good old stress, | experienced patience. When life
was overwhelming (Why me?) with endless
commitments, | could find peace. When | wanted
to run and hide (or just go fishing), | remembered
G o d premises. He is a true and faithful God. He
is with you as you follow His calling; whatever
that may be.

-- Ross Yamamoto
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From Generation
t o Gener
He is faithful

By: Emi Tabuchi

I was born in Anaheim, California to Ruth and
Kamakeichi Niiya and have three sisters, Rhoda Seiji,
Pat Toda and Laura Delarosa. During World War 11,
my family was evacuated and assembled at Santa
Anita Racetrack and relocated to Rowher, Arkansas
until the war ended. After the war ended, we
returned to the Bay Area and attended the Berkeley
Free Methodist Church, where my mom played the
piano and my grandfather, Mr. T. Harada was a
charter member. | will always remember his deep
love and faithfulness to the Lord.

Around 1950, we moved to San Leandro and |
attended our church, (then called San Lorenzo Holiness
Church)and was strongly influenced by Rev. Dan and
Yuri Shinoda. | was fortunate to receive a fully paid
scholarship when | won an art contest for designing a
poster of Mt. Hermon and | was able to go to Mt.
Hermon for the first time. That week had a
tremendous impact on my life as | drew closer to God
and accepted Him in my heart. | have wandered to
and fro in my spiritual walk over the years, but |
always came back to Him and His Word which has
sustained me over the years.

After graduating from San Leandro High School,
I moved to San Francisco with $50 in my purse,
determined to go to college. | developed friendships
there which were not Christian and forgot God for a
long time but He never forgot me. After | got
married and had children, | wanted to get back to
His Word and attended Bible Study Fellowship
where | rededicated my life and was baptized at
Newark Presbyterian Church along with my two
children. I brought my family back to San Lorenzo
after much prodding by Sally Tsuneishi and we
transferred our membership in

December, 1974. | am reminded of this verse from
Proverbs 22:6 d 0Train a child in the way he should go
and when he is old he will not turn from it6

I will forever be grateful to our San Lorenzo
Church family for their love shown to us over the
years in helping to raise my two children. |
remember Kay Mayeda would pick up my children to
attend Lifeline and Brigade every Friday night. The
faithful Christian leaders of these youth groups truly
molded my childrend s larid\planded seeds they
have never forgotten -- praise God! Back in 1982, my
son, Grant, became very ill while | was in Los
Angeles taking my daughter to college. A neighbor
took Grant to the hospital where he had a routine
appendectomy which became complicated when he
developed an infection which traveled to his heart.
He remained in ICU for two weeks and was seen by
11 doctors who were not able to diagnose his illness
as his body continued to swell. |1 remember Rod and
Koko came to the hospital at 11 p.m. on Labor Day
weekend to pray for him.

The church body came together one evening to
pray for Grant and it was only then, that his illness
was detected by a respiratory therapist and he began
to heal. During those scary days, | was reminded that
oOHe wi | | never | eaamce you
experienced the awesome power of prayer. In 1993
my daughter moved to New York City to work for
the NY Public Library as a librarian since jobs were
scarce in California. One of the hardest things | had
to do was to watch her board the plane alone with
one suitcase with no housing, no friends there, little
money but a tremendous amount of faith and trust in
God. Someone once told me to give your children
roots and wi ngs, Thoske eho hdpesin
the Lord will renew their strength, they will soan wings
likeeagle 6 | s 8l ah 40:

As | reflect back on my
every step of the way, good and bad as He continues
to lead me. Both of our children are married to
Christian partners and we are blessed with two
granddaughters, Eliza Ayako Tabuchi and Kalina
Megumi Okamura. We pray they will come to know
the Lord as their parents, grandparents, and great
grandparents have. 60ne generation will commend your
works to another éthey wil
goodnes®  Ps 145:47
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One Hundred Days of Prayer
to start April 1

Our Conference is launching into the 100 days
of prayer before the General Conference, April 1-
July 10. At the church there is a list of churches,
pastors and families to be upholding in prayer.
Also, please pray for the Conference pastors as
they meet on July 10, the General Conference: July
11-12. Also, West L.A. Holiness is the host church
and need our prayers as they make their plans.

Dead Sea
Scrolls
Exhibit:
Next 55+
Field Trip!

The 55+ group will view the Dead Sea Scrolls
exhibit at the Legion of Honor in San Francisco on

Pray for unity and peace amongst all the Friday, AprilwadtiomisstMsou wono
Conference churches and that all decisions are incredible exhibit that shows ancient artifacts and
Godés will and will brin gorlwqalrﬂlblgql rga\nli,squptsl A bus will be taken,

Sso youdod need to sign up e
OAnd pray in the Spirit OsﬁlfaceaC}othIBtteyd)%rpe&sg)]nSThg\,silgpLpp al |k

of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert
and al ways keep on
Ephesians 6:18

KAy AAPIg AV ARV RAYICAA

I F)
Save the Date! % .

Vacation Bible Schoo
Power Lab!

This year s V. B.
later this summeso be sure

to mark your calendialy, 2125.

God %%s
fun, scien¢eh e me d
see amazing things happen!

Invite your friends and see what
happens at our ¥eeekV.B.S.!

Plenty of volunteers are always needed.
If you are able to hgaseontdc
GloridkkamaPirectoo f Chi | dr e n %s

prayin

sheet is at the Events Board at the church.
'I% all the aints. o
e Dead Sea Scrolls and 5 000 Years of Treasures,
is at the Legion of Honor from February 9 to
August 10, 2008. It includes rotating examples of
the rare and precious Dead Sea Scroll fragments in
addition to artifacts spanning over 5,000 years,
from the Chalcolithic Age (4,000 BC) to the
Fatimid Period (11th century AD).
The Dead Sea Scrolls are one of the greatest
archaeological discoveries in history. They were
uncovered by Bedouin herders and excavated by
archaeologists in caves along the northwestern
shore of the Dead Sea. Fragments of the scrolls
were pieced together to form more than 800

SdocumWs' mlan)loftheﬂ %bllcalaémd littl] e

Apocryphal manuscripts.

All of the treasures on view are on loan from the
Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA), and most have
never been seen outside of Israel. The first Dead

Sea Scroll on view is from the Book of Psalms, one
Give yom“dren a hew enthusiasm forof the best-preserved biblical examples and dates

Ve endagikgly/ with |

SUT pr issigsseh treasuiesvill bt athinealyeblé| |
experience. Everyone will have a chance to choose
from a variety of restaurants for lunch following
San

to the first century AD.

the excursion at Franci

The caves where
the Dead Sea Scrolls
were discovered.

Mi nistry.




